
    The Pet Pride Post
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    Spring 2021   vol. 26:2   

         It’s Kitten Season! Inside this issue

2   From the President

3   Rescue Is a Team Sport

4   It’s Kitten Season!

6   Adoptable Cats

7   People
     
 

    Kitten growth and development is an amazing process to behold. So many changes occur from one day to the 
next that it can seem like you’re watching a time-lapse film. In the twitch of a whisker, a kitten is transformed 
from a stationary bit of damp fur into a running, leaping fluffball of kinetic energy. Somehow, foster volunteer 
and photographer Sarah Arpin manages to capture the milestones. Our feature story for this issue follows the 
Fabric family, a litter of seven born last fall and fostered by Sarah and her son, Austin. Their story is illustrated 
with Sarah’s beautiful photos, above and on pages four and five. We invite you to watch the Fabric family grow. 
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Pet Pride of New York, Inc. saves 
the lives of homeless cats in our 
community by providing  sanctuary, 
medical care, and placement into 
permanent adoptive homes. We are 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
and a New York State Registered 
Shelter/Rescue, and we operate a 
no-kill cat sanctuary in Victor, N.Y. 
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7731 Victor-Mendon Road
Victor, NY 14564
585-742-1630
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Dear Friends,

It was a bitterly cold day in February when the call for help came in. Twenty-
four cats living in wretched conditions in a city house were about to be put 
outdoors and left to fend for themselves. Our rescue partners at Habitat 
for Cats had reached out to several area shelters but all were full. How 
many could Pet Pride take? At that point, we had space for six cats.

Ours is a no-kill sanctuary. Once a cat is admitted to Pet Pride, they stay with 
us for as long as it takes to find their forever home. The flip side of this, the 
sad mathematical fact, is that we are also a limited intake sanctuary. We 
can only take more cats when we have the space and resources to do so.

When Habitat trappers arrived at the house, they learned that one of the 
residents had returned and taken ten of the cats with her, leaving fourteen 
behind. Habitat called Pet Pride again and said staff could choose which six 
of the fourteen cats to take. Habitat had nowhere to place the other eight 
but couldn’t leave them behind. The house was filthy, the temperatures 
were dropping, and the cats were hungry and terrified. Some had been 
hiding inside a basement wall. Somehow, our staff would make space.

Rescue is a team sport, so we want to recognize our rescue partners at 
Habitat for Cats who went into the house and got all fourteen cats out of 
harm’s way. We appreciate our dedicated Pet Pride staff members, who 
opened the sanctuary after hours and stayed long into the evening feeding 
the cats, getting them settled, and administering routine preventive 
treatments. Dr. Stu Gluckman volunteered his time to do veterinary exams 
and vaccinations for all fourteen cats plus four other new guests, all in 
one day. Our talented volunteer photographers took pictures of the cats 
so we could promote them online for adoption. You can see them here on 
page three. Because of all of these people, and all of you, our supporters, 
Pet Pride was able to say “yes.” We were able to open our doors wide, at 
a moment’s notice, to welcome fourteen cats in desperate need. THANK 
YOU ALL for being part of our team.

Every day is different at Pet Pride; each brings its own challenges and 
rewards, and while this story may not represent a typical day, it illustrates 
why we do what we do and how your generous donations are used to 
rescue, care for, and re-home cats like these, whose prospects for survival 
would otherwise have been bleak. Your dollars make this possible, and we 
thank you again for your ongoing support of Pet Pride and its mission. 
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From the President

Bob
Robert K. Boeckman Jr.

mailto:ppny%40wny.twcbc.com%20?subject=
https://www.petprideny.org
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Rescue Is a Team Sport
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A team effort provided these fourteen cats with brighter futures. Their story is on page two. 
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It’s Kitten Season! 
continued from page 1

Birth Kittens are born with 
their eyes closed and ears folded. 
Unable to see or hear and weighing 
just a few ounces, Satin and her 
siblings are completely dependent 
upon their mom, Opal, for food 
and warmth.

One Week Old The Fabric 
family kittens spend most of their 
time sleeping, nestled with their 
mom and with each other.

Three Weeks   Poplin is 
trying to escape! As their little legs 
get steadier, the kittens begin to 
explore.

Pet Pride’s foster care providers 
do regular weight checks to make 
sure their kittens are growing as 
they should. A healthy three-week-
old should weigh between twelve 
and fifteen ounces. Felt is right on 
target!

Two Weeks Old By this 
time, their eyes are open and 
they’re moving about. Things look 
a bit blurry, but Felt is starting to 
see the world he’s been smelling 
and feeling.

It’s important to handle and 
interact with kittens from 
a very young age so they 
become socialized to people.  
Physical contact, the sound of 
human voices, and gentle play 
sessions are all important to 
helping foster kittens become 
the best pets they can be. 

Four Weeks It’s time to 
let the Fabric family explore the 
wider world outside their pen. 
Everything needs to be kitten-
proofed!

Poplin is ready for the first of 
her bi-weekly field trips to Pet 
Pride. On the first visit, she’ll be 
dewormed and have her nails 
trimmed. It’s spa day, Poplin! 
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FIVE Weeks Although the 
kittens are eating solid food, they’ll 
continue to nurse for another 
couple of weeks. Their mom, 
Opal, is the picture of maternal 
forbearance.

Seven weeks Dinnertime! 
These growing kittens need to eat 
approximately every six hours. 
They’re just about weaned, so 
Opal will finally get some me-time. 

Experiences with new things, 
different people and places, and 
other pets help prepare kittens 
for their future adoptive homes.  

SIX WEEKS Everything 
is interesting to a six-week-old 
kitten. Tweed is fully engaged with 
a simple, homemade toy. 

A new friend! The kittens enjoy a 
safe and controlled introduction 
to their foster family’s dog.

Eight Weeks Kittens will 
play and play and then, suddenly, 
drop like a stone—in any place and 
in any position. Is that comfortable, 
Poplin?

At eight weeks, kittens get their 
first FVRCP vaccine at Pet Pride 
and one member of each litter is 
tested for FIV/FeLV. 

TEN weeks Tweed poses 
for his graduation photo.

TWElve WEEKS It’s time 
for Felt to get his second FVRCP 
vaccine and to visit the vet for 
his wellness exam and rabies 
vaccine. Once he’s neutered and 
microchipped, he’ll be ready for 
adoption! 



Adoptable Cats
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At Pet Pride, we strive to find the perfect cat for every home 
and the perfect home for every cat. BLUE-COLLAR CATS is our 
special adoption program for rescued felines who are feral 
or unsocialized and unable to be returned to their original 
outdoor habitats. Blue-Collar Cats would not be happy as 
house pets, but they would thrive in the great outdoors 
provided they had access to a regular food source and safe, 
warm, permanent shelter, such as a barn, stable, or nursery. 
And they’ll be glad to work, controlling the rodent population 
on the property in exchange for room and board; hence, the 
name Blue-Collar Cats. Do you know someone who might be 
able to provide a home for one or two of our Blue-Collar 
Cats?  https://www.petprideny.org/adopt/blue_collar_cats/ Photo by Stacey Beach/Pixabay. Used with permission.

Annie is Pet Pride’s resident health nut. This agile gal 
gets her exercise by jumping to the very top of the upper 
cages every day. On sunny days, you’ll find her out on 
one of the catios getting some natural vitamin D. Later, 
she’ll work off her evening meal with a walk around 
the sanctuary. She finds the chin scratches and ear 
massages offered by the staff to be very therapeutic, so 
she indulges in those whenever they’re available. Nine-
year-old Annie is living proof that age is just a number. 
Do you need someone to keep you youthful and young 
at heart? Annie’s your girl! 

Please contact our sanctuary if you have questions 
about any of our adoptable cats.
Photo by Marie Kraus

Pet Pride’s IndieCats: Friends With Boundaries
 
Do you like the idea of having a cat around but 
not right on top of you? Are you looking for a 
cat companion who won’t set up camp on your 
lap each time you sit down or stake his claim 
to your keyboard while you’re working? A self-
reliant cat who will respect your personal space 
while you respect his? We’ve got just the cats 
for you. We call them our independent cats, or 
IndieCats. Pictured here are two of them, best 
friends Roman and Marge, and they’re looking 
for their forever home, preferably one with a cat 
tree in a sunny window!

Photo by Sarah Fuhrer

https://www.petprideny.org/adopt/blue_collar_cats/ 
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People

Donate today. 
You can make a secure online 
donation by visiting our website 
at www.petprideny.org, or by 
completing the form on the back 
of this newsletter and mailing 
it with your tax-deductible 
contribution to the address 
provided. Thank you!

Polly Grunfeld Sack is the newest 
member of Pet Pride’s Board 
of Directors, but she has been 
volunteering for the organization 
for the past fifteen years. She also 
serves as a board member, adviser, 
and volunteer for several other 
animal rescue groups across the 
country. 

Polly feels fortunate to have found 
her passion in animals, and she 
satisfies it in a variety of ways. As a 
volunteer, she focuses on providing 
foster and hospice care to cats with 
special needs, including geriatric, 
handicapped, and FeLV+ cats. As a 
board member, she will focus on 
HR and compliance management. 

Polly is the chief legal counsel for 
Gannett Company. In addition to 
her law degree from Stanford, she 
holds a Masters in Engineering 
from Stanford and undergraduate 
degrees in math and civil 
engineering from MIT.

Sharing her home are several cats, 
including 24-year-old siblings, as 
well as three dogs, one puppy, 
three horses, and one very tolerant 
and loving husband.

We are pleased to welcome Julie 
Di Iulio to the Pet Pride staff. 
Julie brings seventeen years of 
experience in the animal sheltering 
field to her position with us as a 
Senior Shelter Associate. In addition 
to her responsibilities caring for our 
cats at the sanctuary, Julie will also 
be working closely with our foster 
care providers.  In this photo, she 
is giving a mani-pedi to one of our 
guests.

We were delighted when 
WXXI’s Morning Edition host, 
Beth Adams Pitoniak, and her 
husband, nationally recognized 
sports writer, commentator, and 
author Scott Pitoniak, visited Pet 
Pride in February. We matched 
them up with Liam, who adjusted 
quickly to his new home. We were 
then doubly delighted when the 
Pitoniaks returned in March for 
a second helping of love. Liam 
needed a brother, and that’s how 
Sonny, pictured here, found his 
forever home.Support our kittens.

Kitten season ushers in a big 
surge in our sanctuary and foster 
home populations. This means 
we need more food, more litter, 
more toys, and more of almost 
everything! You can help us 
meet the increased demand 
by purchasing something from 
our special Amazon wish list for 
kittens at https://tinyurl.com/
au58cahm. We’re also gratefully 
accepting donations of Fancy 
Feast canned kitten food. 

https://www.petprideny.org
https://www.instagram.com/pet_pride_of_new_york/
https://twitter.com/pet_pride_of_ny
https://www.facebook.com/PetPrideOfNewYork
https://tinyurl.com/au58cahm
https://tinyurl.com/au58cahm


RESCUE A CAT, SAVE A LIFE.
PLEASE HELP PET PRIDE WITH YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION.

  $25____   $50____   $100____   $200____   $500____   Other______

Name ___________________________________________________________________
Address  _________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________    State ___________   Zip _____________
Phone ________________________________    Email ____________________________

In memory of/In honor of (circle one) _________________________________________
Please send notification to __________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________    State ___________   Zip _____________

Please make your check payable to Pet Pride of New York, Inc. and mail it to
                                Pet Pride of New York    P.O. Box 338     Mendon, NY 14506                         N.S.21                             

PET PRIDE OF NEW YORK, INC.
P.O. Box 338
Mendon, NY 14506
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