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This formerly homeless and starving kitten came to us this past winter 
with a traumatic eye injury and an injured hip.  Peanut was just a 
few weeks old, and it was clear that she needed attention right away. 

Your response to our special appeal for help with Peanut’s medical expenses 
was truly gratifying, and we are excited to share this update to her story. After 
a veterinary ophthalmologist performed surgery to remove the ruptured eye, 
Peanut made a full recovery in a Pet Pride foster home. Her hip has also healed 
and, although she will always have a unique way of sitting, she is able to run 
and play and chase her toys like other healthy kittens. The veterinary expenses 
for a single cat like Peanut with special medical needs place a strain on our 
regular operating budget, but these are the cats who need us most. Thank you 
for supporting our work and for giving Peanut’s sad story a happy ending! p
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Dear Friends,

Milder winter weather ushered in an early start to kitten season. During just 
four days in February, we admitted four pregnant mother cats in immediate 
need of shelter and care. We were very fortunate to be able to place them all in 
foster homes so that they could give birth, recuperate, and nurse their babies in 
peaceful and private environments away from the daily bustle of our usually busy 
sanctuary. Our foster providers open their homes and hearts to these mothers 
and their babies and care for them until they are ready for adoption.

In March, shortly after we closed our sanctuary and adoption center to the 
public because of the coronavirus pandemic, we received an urgent call from 
law enforcement for help with a terrible hoarding situation. As of this writing, 
we have rescued thirty-three cats and kittens from horrible conditions inside an 
abandoned trailer, and we will be going back for the rest.  Once again, our foster 
volunteers stepped up to help, taking some of our cats into their homes and 
creating space at the sanctuary so we could welcome these new arrivals.

You’ll read more in this issue about the important work our foster providers do, 
not only with kittens and their mothers, but also with cats like Peanut who have 
special medical needs and with shy cats who require socialization in order to be 
ready for adoption. It is with deepest gratitude that we recognize these foster 
volunteers and their work in this issue. I hope you’ll be inspired by their stories.

We are all grappling with some measure of hardship and dislocation imposed 
by the current public health crisis. The temporary closure of our sanctuary to 
the public translates to fewer adoptions and a loss of adoption fees. The sudden 
influx of dozens of cats and kittens rescued from the hoarding situation has left 
us with mounting veterinary bills. In these challenging times, every donation 
from our supporters is vital to our continued operation and the fulfillment of our 
mission.  

Although our facility remains temporarily closed to the public, be assured that 
our Pet Pride team members are reporting to work every day and taking excellent 
care of our cats. We are all looking forward to the day when we can reopen our 
doors and welcome you back inside!
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From the President

With heartfelt thanks,

Bob
Robert K. Boeckman, Jr.

https://www.petprideny.org
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Socializing Our Shy Cats
The Important Role of Volunteer Foster Care Providers

Some of the cats who come to 
Pet Pride have been lovingly 
surrendered by owners who can 

no longer care for them. Following 
a veterinary exam and a period of 
observation, they may be ready for 
adoption. But many others come to us 
as rescues. Neglected, mistreated, or 
abandoned, some of these cats have 
learned to be fearful of humans and 
will actively avoid them. Still others 
were born to feral or stray mothers 
and have never had any human 
contact. Each of these cats and 
kittens needs a quiet environment 
and an individualized program of 
socialization before they will be ready 
for adoption. They have to learn to 
be with humans again or for the first 
time. Then they have to learn to trust. 
For this, Pet Pride enlists the help of 
our volunteer foster care providers. 

Heather MacNeal, our sanctuary 
supervisor and one of our volunteer 
foster providers, explains how she 
begins socializing shy or fearful 
cats: “For the first couple of days or 
weeks, I just let them get used to my 
presence. I sit on the floor near them. 
I put out my hand when they come 
near,” she says. “It’s important to give 
them space and let them come to me 
in their own time. But I can’t leave 
them alone for long periods either,” 
she adds. From there, she lets each 
cat determine how she proceeds. 
“Once I start the process, I can see 
in their eyes what they’re going to 
allow,” says Heather. “It’s really just 
about giving them what they need 
and getting them to trust me, while 
being very careful not to set them 
back by putting the garbage disposal 
on when they’re nearby!”

Hannah Ali finds it helpful to share 
books with her foster cats. She holds 
very still while reading to them and 
allows them to smell her. She tries to 

gently pet the cats with toys before 
petting them more directly with her 
hands. Having fostered more than 
twenty cats for Pet Pride, Hannah has 
this wisdom to share: “Sometimes 
there will be days when those cats 
don’t like you. You can’t take it 
personally.”

When socializing newborns and very 
young kittens, it’s important to handle 
them as much as possible. Foster 
provider Sarah Arpin sometimes dons 
a kitten sling so she can carry the 
kittens around hands-free as she goes 
about her day. Her young son Austin 
spends hours playing with the kittens, 
building forts for them, reading aloud, 
and holding them while they sleep.

With cats who come to her when 
they are already several months old, 
cats who may have had no exposure 
to people, Sarah has to take it more 
slowly. She starts by putting them in 
a pen or closing them in one room 
with boxes and blankets to hide in 
and under so they feel safe. Then 
she sits nearby and talks to get them 
used to the sound of her voice. She 
waits patiently for the cats to come a 
little closer and offers canned food to 
form a positive association. If she can 
get the cats to eat from her hand, she 
tries to work in a chin scratch. One 
day they might cooperate and the  
next day they’ll hiss at her, but Sarah 
takes it in stride.

Because each cat is an individual, it 
takes trial and error to determine 
what they will respond to. Sarah 
found that two of her foster cats were 
receptive to play sessions. Employing 
plastic drinking straws as toys, she 
was able to interact with them in 
close proximity and accustom them 
to the movement of her hand without 
touching them directly.

“Sometimes the cats will plateau,” 
Sarah observes. That’s when time, 
continued on page 4  >>>
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Kitten storytime with Austin

Foster kittens Ashley and Jessie

Hannah Ali and August
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Socializing Our Shy Cats

patience, and routine are key, because 
they might surprise her at any time with 
a breakthrough. It was a victory when 
one young foster cat finally allowed 
her to handle him. With his brother, 
however, she had to be content that he 
would purr when she was near.
 
How do we know when these shy cats 
are ready for adoption? There is no 
universal finish line. Heather says that 
some become very affectionate. Others 
simply become less fearful but, while 
they may never want to be held, these 
cats can still be great companions.

Weston, one of Sarah’s foster cats who 
had never been around people, now 
loves his play sessions with her. “He’s so 
funny and he’ll play anytime. Weston 
will be a great friend for somebody’s 
cat, if people can just enjoy him for 
who he is,” she says. “With shy cats, it’s 
so important for prospective adopters 
to not have expectations. Not every cat 
will be a purring lap cat. Just let them 
be who they are."p

Weston rests between play sessions                   

facebook.com/
PetPrideOfNewYork/

instagram.com/pet_
pride_of_new_york/

twitter.com/pet_pride
_of_ny

A Shout-out to All of Our Wonderful 
Volunteer Foster Care Providers!

 Hannah Ali    Heather MacNeal 
 Sarah Arpin    Bridget Miskell
 Leslie Barkin    Erin Miskell
            Rebecca Buchholz   Jennifer Miskell
 Samantha Donowski   Patti Scott
 J-Jay Duncan    Marlies Sullivan
 Sophia Garlock   Janis Thorn
 Izzy Loughlin    Lisa Updaw  

Would you like to learn more about 
being a foster care provider for Pet Pride? 

Please visit our website at 
www.petprideny.org/volunteer/foster_volunteer/ 

for more information about this rewarding volunteer opportunity.

The Skittles Kittens: Strawberry, Orange, Lemon, Lime, and Grape 
                                                                         Photo credit: Sarah Arpin

http://facebook.com/PetPrideOfNewYork/
http://facebook.com/PetPrideOfNewYork/
http://instagram.com/pet_pride_of_new_york/
http://instagram.com/pet_pride_of_new_york/
http://twitter.com/pet_pride _of_ny 
http://twitter.com/pet_pride _of_ny 
https://www.petprideny.org/volunteer/foster_volunteer/
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Theo’s Story

Theo was found living in a feral cat colony, but this sweet and friendly boy didn’t fit in. He had wounds on his face and 
a body covered with scabs and scars. His fur was hopelessly matted. As soon as Theo was rescued and brought to 
safety at Pet Pride, veterinary examination revealed vision and hearing impairments. We can’t be sure, but perhaps 

it was because of these limitations that he was bullied by the other cats in the colony. What was immediately obvious is 
that Theo is a lover, not a fighter. He sought out affection from Pet Pride team members and volunteers, and he really liked 
the other cats at the sanctuary. Team members shaved off all his matted fur and bought him a spiffy new sweater, which 
just added to his charm. Theo quickly worked his way into everyone’s hearts and became a fan favorite on our Facebook 
page. It wasn’t long before he caught the eye of an adopter. Natalie Wagner spent hours at the sanctuary just talking to our 
sweet, handsome boy, and when she left, he tried to follow her out the door. The next time she came to Pet Pride, Natalie 
brought Theo home with her. Happy Adoption Day, Theo and Natalie!

Great photos are essential to the work we do at Pet Pride. They grab the eye, pull 
at the heart strings, and motivate people to act. So, when Sarah Fuhrer offered to 
come every week and photograph our cats, we were thrilled. Emma, her 12-year-
old daughter, serves as her capable assistant.

“I’ve always loved 
photography and 
made the leap 
from hobby to 

side job about a year ago while still working full time as 
a scientist,” explains Sarah. “I volunteered for Pet Pride 
as a young teen seventeen years ago, and I was so happy 
to see it was still in operation when I searched for local 
shelters where I might take pictures. We all know cats 
have their own agendas, and they decide what they are 
willing to put up with. What you don’t see in the final 
photos I send are about three-quarters of the originals 
with heads hiding or cat butts facing the camera. The staff 
can attest to the fact that I have to crawl around on the 
floor to get some of the shots, but I love it!”

Getting the Shot
Sarah Fuhrer, Volunteer Photographer



Named for beloved local veterinarian Dr. Stu Gluckman, Pet Pride’s cofounder and vice-president,   
The Stuart Gluckman Annual Giving Circle recognizes his more than four decades of service to the 
organization and the community. When you become a sustaining member of The Stuart Gluckman 
Annual Giving Circle, your ongoing support provides critical annual funds to help Pet Pride maintain  
and grow its programs.

Named for Pet Pride’s cofounder and past president, The Jacqueline Russel Society illuminates the 
remarkable legacy Jackie left and celebrates those individuals who have included Pet Pride in their 
estate plans. By joining The Jacqueline Russel Society, you demonstrate your long-term commitment 
to Pet Pride and its lifesaving mission.

 Planned Giving

For more information on the planned giving opportunities above, please visit our website or contact Marlies Sullivan at 
marlies.ppny@gmail.com or at (585) 402-9878.
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Other ways to give
You can make a secure online donation by visiting our website at www.petprideny.org, or complete the form on the back 
of this newsletter and mail it with your tax-deductible contribution to the address provided.

SG

JR

Sanctuary Cubbies

Our custom-built, wall-mounted cubbies have proven to be very 
popular with our resident cats as well as with our donors. With 
a tax-deductible contribution of $500, you can still purchase 
one of the cubbies in our sanctuary and have an inscribed 
nameplate permanently installed on it.  It’s a meaningful way to 
honor or memorialize a loved one and support Pet Pride at the 
same time. Please contact Marlies Sullivan at (585) 402-9878 or 
email at marlies.ppny@gmail.com to reserve your cubby today. 

<< Evangeline shows off one of our cubbies

Happy Adoption Day 
to Roland, with Sarah Coppola, 
(left), and to Nutmeg, with the 
Miller family (right). For more 
adoption day photos, follow us 
on Facebook and Instagram!

mailto:marlies.ppny@gmail.com
https://www.petprideny.org
http://marlies.ppny@gmail.com
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Winners of Last Issue’s Cat Caption Contest

Inspired by the Cartoon Caption Contest regularly published in The New Yorker, we launched our 
own version of the challenge in the last issue of The Pet Pride Post. The judges had fun looking 
through all the entries, and they would like to thank everyone who played our game. All entries 
were worthy and entertaining, but the judges fulfilled their charge by selecting three winners.

FIRST PLACE                                                                        SECOND PLACE
Look mom, no cavities!                                                     Hey, you! It’s eat o’clock!
David Strouse, Geneva, NY                                               Dawn Pratt, West Bloomfield, NY
                                                                                  
                                       THIRD PLACE
                                       WHAT DO YOU MEAN WE’RE OUT OF TREATS?!!!
                                       Debi Holt

This Issue’s Cat Caption Contest 

To enter, come up with a brief and humorous caption for the 
photo of Alie, at right. 

Include your caption, your name, and your city and state of 
residence in an email with the subject line “cat caption” and 
send  to ewh@rochester.rr.com by July 1, 2020.

There is no limit to the number of entries you may submit, 
but please send us only your best work. The prize? Fame and 
bragging rights. The three winning entries will be published 
in the next edition of our newsletter, at which time we will 
also publish a new picture for the next Cat Caption Contest. 

Photo credit: Sarah Fuhrer

Photo credit: Heather MacNeal

    Sanctuary & Adoption Center Hours

     MONDAY      by appointment 
     TUESDAY     by appointment
     WEDNESDAY 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
     THURSDAY 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
     FRIDAY     12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
     SATURDAY 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
     SUNDAY  12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

We look forward to resuming our regular hours of operation, below, when the current public health crisis has passed. 
Although the Pet Pride Sanctuary and Adoption Center is currently closed to visitors, our cats are safe inside, and they are 
being cared for by our dedicated Pet Pride team members! 

http://ewh@rochester.rr.com


RESCUE A CAT, SAVE A LIFE.
PLEASE HELP PET PRIDE WITH YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION.

  $25____   $50____   $100____   $200____   $500____   Other______

Name ___________________________________________________________________
Address  _________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________    State ___________   Zip _____________
Phone ________________________________    Email ____________________________

In memory of/In honor of (circle one) _________________________________________
Please send notification to __________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________    State ___________   Zip _____________

Please make your check payable to Pet Pride of New York, Inc. and mail it to
Pet Pride of New York    P.O. Box 338     Mendon, NY 14506

PET PRIDE OF NEW YORK, INC.
7731 Victor-Mendon Road
Victor, NY 14564
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