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Every cat deserves a loving, permanent home. That principle has guided our work since Pet Pride was 
founded in 1977. It is our bedrock belief, and it will be our lodestar as we work toward the exciting future 
described on page two. Once a cat is admitted to Pet Pride, they stay with us for as long as it takes to 

find their forever home. Some cats are here only briefly before they are adopted while others, for a variety of 
reasons, stay longer. Adoption is the ultimate goal for all of our guests, but a select few become residents of Pet 
Pride. Our sanctuary is their forever home, and that’s okay.

ALIE. She came to us as a kitten twelve years ago and never left. Some regard her as a grumpy cat, aloof and 
unfriendly, but that’s not who Alie really is. Sure, she walks around like she owns the place, (continued on page 3)
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Pet Pride of New York, Inc. saves 
the lives of homeless cats in our 
community by providing  sanctuary, 
medical care, and placement into 
permanent adoptive homes. We are 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 
and a New York State Registered 
Shelter/Rescue, and we operate a 
no-kill cat sanctuary in Victor, N.Y. 

Pet Pride of New York, Inc.
P.O. Box 338 
Mendon, NY 14506

Sanctuary and Adoption Center
7731 Victor-Mendon Road
Victor, NY 14564
585-742-1630

ppny@wny.twcbc.com
www.petprideny.org

Dear Friends,

For nearly twenty-five years, Robert Boeckman dedicated himself to Pet 
Pride and its mission. His contributions as a board member and then as 
our president from 2007 to 2021 have been integral to the growth and 
success of our organization. It is with great sadness that I inform you of his 
recent passing. Bob will be truly missed and remembered for his steadfast 
commitment to Pet Pride’s lifesaving work.

Only days before his passing, Bob and I had a lengthy discussion about the 
renovation and expansion of our sanctuary and adoption center. It is our 
hope that, by this time next year, we will have tripled the size of our building.  
All the funds raised by our annual building luncheons will finally be put to 
use! I am most excited to report that the plans include construction of a state-
of-the-art surgical suite that will allow us to provide onsite veterinary care, 
including spay and neuter surgeries, for our guests.  This will significantly 
reduce the time cats must spend at the sanctuary prior to adoption and 
result in a corresponding increase in the number of homeless cats that can 
pass through our doors and on to their forever homes. We are also hopeful 
that our neighboring rescue organizations will benefit from our new facility.  
With a little help from our veterinary community, we can spay and neuter 
many of their rescued cats as well as our own. 

Before I close, allow me to introduce myself.  I am one of the four founding 
members of Pet Pride of New York, and I have served on the board for 
forty-four years, as we moved from one temporary shelter to another and 
then another and, finally, into our current, permanent location. My recent 
retirement from almost fifty years of private practice has afforded me the 
opportunity to devote more of myself to helping homeless cats.  As the 
veterinarian on our board, my primary responsibilities have always related 
to the medical needs of our guests. Four months ago, Bob asked me to 
consider assuming the position of president, and I have since been duly 
elected by our board. I could not be more honored to take over at this time.  
I do believe Pet Pride will become, if it is not already, the number one, no-kill 
pet shelter in New York State.  And I also believe that our success is due to 
the kindness and generosity of all who are taking the time to read this letter.

Thank you for your continued support.
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From the President

Stuart Gluckman, DVM
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When Pet Pride is Home
(continued from page 1) but that’s 
because she’s comfortable here. She 
has friends, and she’s chosen them 
carefully after long association. 
People earn Alie’s friendship over 
an extended period of time and feel 
a sense of accomplishment when 
it’s finally bestowed upon them. 
Alie is a confident, independent cat 
loaded with personality, and we 
believe she just wants to be loved 
for who she is. Don’t we all? But, if 
you don’t love her, that’s okay with 
her too. Alie knows how awesome 
she is.

Jonah / Photo by Julie Di Iulio

JONAH. One of three dozen cats 
rescued from an abandoned trailer 
in the spring of 2020, Jonah is 
also one of a small group we refer 
to as our “IndieCats.” He leads a 
quiet life and he likes it that way. 
He’ll keep you company, but he 
doesn’t want to sit on your lap 
or be petted. Physical contact 
with humans isn’t something he’s 
comfortable with. Younger cats 
seek out Jonah, seemingly drawn 
to his calm manner. They find him 
inhabiting the high-altitude, low-
traffic spaces in the sanctuary. 
The right adopter may come 
along for him someday, someone 
who’ll appreciate his gentle 
nature and respect his need for

Koala / Photo by Sarah Fuhrer
personal space. Until then, Jonah 
the IndieCat has a home at Pet 
Pride.

KOALA. In the spring edition of 
this newsletter, we told you about 
fourteen hungry and terrified cats 
rescued by Habitat for Cats and 
admitted to Pet Pride. Thirteen of 
them have since been adopted, 
but one is still here. Koala wasn’t in 
good shape when she came to us, 
and she required extensive medical 
intervention, including surgery. 
Since then, medication for a thyroid 
condition has given her a new 
lease on life. She’s gained weight 
and become active and playful. 
She enjoys being around people 
and is always ready to be petted. 
But Koala has cancer, and it’s likely 
that it will shorten her life. For now, 
she’s eating well and looking good. 
A special adopter, committed to 
meeting Koala’s medical needs, 
could provide a comfortable, loving 
home where she could live out  
her life. But in the meantime, Koala

has a favorite spot at Pet Pride, 
near the sunny window in the 
office, where she receives plenty of 
affection and more than a few treats.

In Memory

Robert K. Boeckman Jr. 
1944 - 2021

President
Pet Pride Board of Directors

2007-2021
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  Happy Adoption Day! 
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It’s Time to Make Merry and Give Gifts!
by Dawn Hampsey, CPA, Treasurer

The holidays are upon us, and gift giving is an important part 
of the season’s many wonderful traditions. As you enjoy the 
festivities with friends and loved ones, we hope that you will 
also consider marking the season with a gift to Pet Pride. There 
are many ways to give, and each offers different tax advantages. 

If you are over age 70½, you can authorize your IRA custodian 
to transfer a contribution directly from your IRA account to 
the charity of your choice. The withdrawal counts toward your 
RMD for the year and gives you the best deduction on your 
taxes.

If you are not yet 70½, you can still make a tax-deductible 
contribution. For the 2021 tax year, individuals who do not 
itemize their deductions can deduct up to $300 in charitable 
contributions from their taxable income. For couples who do 
not itemize, the amount is $600. 

Another way to make a gift is through a contribution of 
appreciated property. When you donate stocks, bonds or 
mutual funds, you receive a tax deduction for the full, current 
market value of the property donated, no matter what you paid 
for it. As important, you pay no capital gains tax on donated 
securities.
 
We hope you will discuss these options with your financial 
advisor.  Each offers a wonderful way to observe the holidays, 
enjoy tax benefits, and make a significant positive impact 
on the lives of cats in need. Thank you and happy holidays! 

Pet Pride is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization. Your contributions are tax-
deductible where allowed by law.



People to Know
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Lori Connolly
Volunteer

Before initiating contact with a newly 
admitted cat, Lori Connolly assesses 
the situation. She observes the cat’s 
posture, ear position, eyes, and the 
way they’ve placed themselves in 
their new environment. One of her 
favorite tools in her work as a Pet 
Pride socialization volunteer is an 
extendable cat scratcher. It allows a 
cat to smell her and experience her 
proximity at an agreeable distance. 
If the cat is willing, Lori can use 
the scratcher to pet them without 
invading their space or initiating 
direct physical contact before 
they’re ready.

Cats come through Pet Pride’s 
doors from a variety of situations. 
Some have been surrendered by 
loving owners who can no longer 
care for them, but others have 
been abandoned and left to fend 
for themselves. Some kittens 
are birthed in Pet Pride foster 
homes while others come to us 
as orphans and have no prior 
experience with humans. “There 
are all sorts of situations that they 
can come from and they carry that 
with them,” explains Lori. “You 
have to show them that there 

are people who will treat them 
kindly and who can be trusted.”

Lori holds a degree in Biology, has 
completed training in cat behavior 
modification, and has ten years’ 
experience working with rescued 
and surrendered pets. She has 
always been drawn to the cats 
who needed a little extra help. Her 
own cat Lily, a “foster fail,” is one 
of these cats. Lily had landed in a 
shelter following a very traumatic 
experience. Lori tried everything: 
she talked to Lily, read to her, and 
played classical music. It took a year 
before Lily became comfortable 
in Lori’s home. The turning point 
came when Lily encountered Henry, 
one of Lori’s other cats, for the first 
time. This formerly terrified cat is 
now a happy and secure house pet 
who rolls on her back to invite belly 
rubs. “I try never to give up on a cat. 
You just don’t know. Some of them 
take longer than others,” Lori says.

Lori volunteers at Pet Pride every 
week and patiently works with each 
cat at their own pace and comfort 
level. “It’s really rewarding for me 
to have a breakthrough. There are 
days when you perceive you don’t 
have any forward movement, but 
the next time you can see the 
turnaround,” she says. “It’s a great 
feeling to help them make progress 
and become more sociable so they 
become adoptable.” 

By working with shy or fearful cats, 
teaching them to trust people and 
enjoy human contact, Lori gives 
them their best chance at a bright 
future—adoption into a loving 
forever home. 

Chloe Bliss
Sanctuary Associate

Kabob, here, is one of the smaller 
tigers Chloe Bliss has tended to 
thus far in her career. As a keeper 
at the Seneca Park Zoo for three 
years, she cared for much bigger 
cats as well as many other species 
of large carnivore, including sea 
lions, wolves, penguins, and 
hyenas. A desire to diversify her 
animal care experience and work 
in a shelter environment brought 
Chloe to Pet Pride in March 2021. 

Chloe holds two A.A.S. degrees, 
one in Animal Management 
and another in Fish and Wildlife 
Technology. She is continuing her 
education online with the goal of 
becoming a licensed veterinary 
technician. 

With the little spare time left to 
her after full days at work and 
her studies at night, Chloe enjoys 
hiking and spending time with 
her two black cats: Vader, named 
for the Star Wars character, and 
Bear, a recent “foster fail.”
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People

Donate today! 
You can make a secure online 
donation by visiting our website 
at www.petprideny.org, or by 
completing the form on the back 
of this newsletter and mailing 
it with your tax-deductible 
contribution to the address 
provided.

Thank you! 

Marie Kraus
Volunteer

One of the most important tools we 
have in promoting our adoptable 
cats is good photos. Thanks to 
volunteer Marie Kraus (pictured 
with Alie), Pet Pride’s cats can be 
seen online, looking their best. 
Marie’s photos accompany the pet 
profiles on our website and social 
media pages and on PetFinder.com, 
and they help prospective adopters 
fall in love with Pet Pride’s cats and 
kittens. 

Photography has been a hobby of 
Marie’s since she was a teen, and 
animals are her favorite subject. 
She has found that some principles 
apply no matter who is on the other 
side of her lens. “The biggest thing 
is making your subject comfortable, 
whether it’s a child or an adult or 
an animal, and waiting for that 
moment,” Marie says. 

Marie is a technology education 
instructor at Fairport High School 
and coach of the district’s robotics 
program. After school, she comes 
home to six feline children, all of 
them rescues. Of her volunteer 
work, Marie says, “I know my 
images get them good homes. That 
fills my soul and that’s why I do it.”

Dawn Hampsey
Board Treasurer

Pet Pride welcomed Dawn Hampsey 
to its board of directors in October 
2020 as assistant treasurer, and she 
assumed the role of treasurer in 
October 2021. Dawn holds a Master 
of Science degree in Taxation 
(MST) and brings over thirty 
years’ experience in finance and 
accounting as well as a love of cats 
to her position with Pet Pride. As 
the owner of Dawn Hampsey, CPA, 
she specializes in tax planning and 
filing for individuals, businesses, 
and nonprofits. Dawn also serves 
on the board of the Rochester 
Women’s Network as their vice 
president of finance and has been 
an active member of Toastmasters 
for fifteen years. 

You can learn a great deal about 
an organization by looking at 
their finances, Dawn says, and 
nonprofits need to be accountable 
to their donors as well as to 
the state’s attorney general. 
Treasurer jobs can be difficult 
to fill, and she has seen too

many nonprofits try to fill them 
with people who lack the requisite 
skill set. Her aim to is to keep Pet 
Pride’s finances in good order 
and keep the organization on a 
growth trajectory while carefully 
stewarding donations. In the 
coming year, Dawn will be working 
closely with the building expansion 
project team.

A self-described feminist and 
animal lover, Dawn supports a 
number of organizations related to 
those causes. She shares her home 
with two exceptionally handsome 
cats, Leo and Gooseberry, who are 
still learning to share Dawn with 
each other. 

Notice of Public Meeting 

The annual public meeting of Pet 
Pride of New York, Inc. will take 
place at 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, 
February 6, 2022.  Instructions 
for joining this virtual meeting 
will be posted on our website at 

  www.petprideny.org

Follow us on
social media!

https://www.petprideny.org
https://www.petprideny.org
https://www.facebook.com/PetPrideOfNewYork
https://www.facebook.com/PetPrideOfNewYork
https://www.instagram.com/pet_pride_of_new_york/


RESCUE A CAT, SAVE A LIFE.
PLEASE HELP PET PRIDE WITH YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION.

  $25____   $50____   $100____   $200____   $500____   Other______

Name ___________________________________________________________________
Address  _________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________    State ___________   Zip _____________
Phone ________________________________    Email ____________________________

In memory of/In honor of (circle one) _________________________________________
Please send notification to __________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________    State ___________   Zip _____________

Please make your check payable to Pet Pride of New York, Inc. and mail it to
                                Pet Pride of New York    P.O. Box 338     Mendon, NY 14506                         N.F.21                             

PET PRIDE OF NEW YORK, INC.
P.O. Box 338
Mendon, NY 14506
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