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Ricky loves feather toys, treats, his foster mom Deb, and his best 
friend Sam. He doesn't like doing his therapeutic leg exercises 
four times a day, but they do help him maintain his flexibility. 

Although a birth abnormality in his hind legs currently prevents him 
from walking, he has made progress over the past month. Recently, he 
began pulling himself up to a sort of wobbly standing position which he 
maintains by balancing on his toes! We’ve had Ricky fitted for a custom 
brace from Bionic Pets that may help him keep his right hind leg in a 
more normal position and possibly allow him to walk someday. The road 
ahead will be long. Ricky will need to be periodically refitted for new 
braces as he grows, and it’s likely that he’ll have to wear one for the 
rest of his life. The financial investment is considerable and there are 
no guarantees, but we think it’s a chance worth taking. This little guy 
deserves it. 
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Dear Friends,

Necessity is the mother of invention, and the restrictions necessitated by 
the coronavirus have required creative adaptations from us all. When we 
were forced to close our sanctuary and adoption center to the public in 
February, we worried about the impact on adoptions. How would people 
meet our wonderful cats, fall in love, and give them forever homes? 

The Foster-to-Adopt Program provided the solution by allowing prospective 
adopters to foster cats and get acquainted during a trial period in their own 
homes before making the decision to finalize an adoption. The program was 
a resounding success and will continue in a modified form for some of our 
shyer and harder-to-place cats, who benefit from the extra time to show 
their best selves. 

We were excited to begin our phased reopening in June, and we are currently 
open by appointment for adoptions with health and safety protocols in 
place to protect our staff and visitors. You’ll find more information about 
our modified adoption process on page seven of this newsletter. There you’ll 
also meet our new operations manager, Kari LaBounty, who joined the Pet 
Pride Team in November of this year.

Hardship can bring out the best in people, and we are so grateful to you, 
our supporters, for the generosity you have shown during this especially 
challenging year.  Because the coronavirus prevented us from holding 
our two major annual fundraisers in 2020, the golf tournament and the 
luncheon, your contributions were more important than ever. In the spring, 
we asked for your help with the emergency rescue of thirty-six cats and 
kittens from a terrible hoarding situation, and you opened your wallets and 
your hearts. This past summer, we reached out again to ask for your support 
with the increased costs of kitten season, and again you responded. 

Now, at year’s end, as you prepare for the holidays in the safety and comfort 
of your homes, we ask you to remember that winter is especially difficult 
for the many cats who have no homes. They, and we, rely on you. With your 
help, we can bring more cats in from the cold and give them the opportunity 
for a better life. Won’t you consider making a holiday gift today?
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From the President

With appreciation,

Bob
Robert K. Boeckman Jr.

https://www.petprideny.org
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From Orphans to Best Friends
Fallon and Colby

She was the only surviving 
newborn in her litter and her 

mama was nowhere to be found. 
Dehydrated, lethargic, and near 
death, Fallon had the odds stacked 
against her. With an incubator 
to keep her warm, she required 
round-the-clock supportive care, 
hourly syringe feeding, medication 
for a bacterial infection, and 
oxygen therapy. Her foster mom 
thought each day would be her 
last. But this little girl is a fighter, 
and as the weeks passed, she grew 
into a strong and healthy kitten. 

Meanwhile, Colby was found 
alone in someone’s yard. 

The three-week-old arrived at 
Pet Pride emaciated and severely 
dehydrated with infections in both 
eyes, and he had to be quarantined 
because of an upper respiratory 
infection.  But he and Fallon were 
in each other’s sights and never 
once stopped trying to get to each 
other. Once their foster mom was 
able to put them together, Fallon 
and Colby became inseparable. 

They sleep, eat, and even use the 
litter box together, and they never 
stop touching one another. Out of 
adversity, their lasting bond was 
formed.   

How you can help: 
If you’d like to help kittens like 
Fallon and Colby, please consider 
making a purchase of kitten food 
from our Amazon Wish List. See
page six for more information. 

Top: Fallon                                                                                      
Center: Colby  
Bottom: Fallon and Colby together                      

                      Photos by Heather MacNeal                                                                                      

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/35UQJ8SO67W8K?ref_=wl_share
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Catio Cats

Our cats have been enjoying more 
access to fresh air and sunshine 

since the installation of two large 
catios over the summer. One was 
purchased with a grant obtained from 
Bailey and Friends, a component of 
the Golisano Foundation. The other 
was acquired with designated funds 
from an individual donor who chooses 
not to be publicly recognized. 

Both catios are attached to the 
sanctuary and accessed via cat doors, 
so the cats have a safe passage to the 
outdoors and freedom to move in and 
out. Our cats now have more room to 
roam throughout the day as well as 
a lovely view of our fifteen wooded 
acres. Cats who are used to life on the 
streets have a kind of intermediate 
zone to visit as they get acclimated to 
the homelike setting of our sanctuary.  
 
We thank the Golisano Foundation and 
our private donor for their generosity. 
Thank you also to volunteer Chris 
Sullivan, who helped install the catios 
and built ramp access and climbing 
structures.

Ph
ot

o 
cr

ed
its

: T
op

 a
nd

 c
en

te
r, 

M
ar

lie
s 

Su
lli

va
n;

 b
ott

om
 le

ft
, H

ea
th

er
 M

ac
N

ea
l; 

bo
tt

om
 ri

gh
t, 

Sa
ra

h 
Fu

hr
er

.



THE PET PRIDE POST                                            5                                                                 Fall 2020                                       

Meet Our Newest Board Members

April Mays
Donor Communications 

and Data Manager

After retiring from a thirty-two-year 
career at Xerox as a business systems 
analyst and project manager, April 
searched for an enjoyable volunteer 
opportunity that would allow her 
to help animals, specifically in a no-
kill setting, and found just what she 
was looking for at Pet Pride. She 
started in the basement, literally, but 
when the coronavirus forced Pet 
Pride to close to volunteers, April 
identified another area of need 
that she could work on from home.

April took control of Pet Pride’s donor 
database, addressing a backlog of 
data entry and acknowledgments. 
As Donor Communications and 
Data Manager, April is continually 
improving systems and processes 
and making sure Pet Pride’s donors 
know their generosity is appreciated.

“My two daughters are grown now and 
out on their own, but we still have our 
other ‘kids’ to keep my husband and 
me occupied,” says April. “Our German 
Shepherd, Petra, is turning twelve this 
year and our two cats, Bella and Stella, 
ages fourteen and eleven, can still 
sprint through our house with enough 
noise and energy that we have dubbed 
them the ‘Thundercats’.”

Sarah Arpin
Director of the Foster Care Program

Sarah found Pet Pride while searching 
for a place that would allow her young 
son to volunteer with animals.  Austin 
began by reading to the cats but soon 
persuaded his mother that the two of 
them should become foster volunteers. 
Sarah already had several years of 
fostering experience, so she and Austin 
were able to hit the ground running. 

“We foster to try and give kittens the 
best possible start in life and to help 
them be the best pets they can be in 
their new homes,” explains Sarah. “I’ve 
always had a soft spot for mom cats 
who are living in horrible situations 
while trying to take care of their 
babies. We make sure that mother 
cats are pampered, loved, and well 
cared for as they raise their kittens.” 

As Director of Pet Pride’s Foster Care 
Program, Sarah trains and provides 
ongoing support for all of Pet Pride’s 
foster volunteers, works with staff 
to coordinate care, and advises the 
Board on program needs and policies.

Sarah’s family includes three cats and 
three dogs, and she trains the dogs 
in sheep herding, nose work, and 
agility. Sarah also uses her talents 
in photography to help promote Pet 
Pride’s adoptable cats and kittens. 
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“I just adopted a beautiful little girl 
from Pet Pride after a successful 
trial adoption to see how she would 
adapt to the new environment. 
The folks who run this shelter are 
awesome. They genuinely love 
the animals entrusted to them 
and take great care of them. I’ve 
been looking for a long time for a 
kitten like this little princess and 
I’m thankful to the shelter for 
giving me the opportunity to care 
for her forever.” - Michael

“We worked with Pet Pride to get 
our kitty adopted. Heather and 
staff were so considerate of our 
feelings, and so committed to 
finding Stella a wonderful forever 
home. Thank you so much for 
making a tough situation easier.”     
-Karen

“Mary Mittens is settling into her 
new home very nicely! We named 
her Mary after the children’s 
grandmother, who lost her life 
to COVID-19. My daughter Ellie 
had tears in her eyes as we drove 
home from the joy she was feeling 
from this adoption. Thank you 
for all that you do, Pet Pride!!!!”  
-Arlene

“Thank you, Pet Pride, for getting 
Pooh and Roo off the streets! They 
will love your outdoor enclosures, 
regular feeding and attention. 
You guys are life savers. You are 
offering safety and a guarantee of 
a better life to these cats.” -Robin



Giving Opportunities
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Donate today. 

You can make a secure online donation by visiting our website at www.petprideny.org, or complete the form 
on the back of this newsletter and mail it with your tax-deductible contribution to the address provided.

Photo by Heather MacNeal

Help feed our cats and kittens.

We have many mouths to feed at the sanctuary and in 
our foster homes. If you’d like to help keep tummies 
full, please consider purchasing food from our Amazon 
Wish List. We’ve included the specific types of cat and 
kitten food and kitten formula that we use, so all you 
need to do is select an item or items from the list, click 
“Add to Cart,” and have your purchase shipped directly 
to our sanctuary at 7731 Victor Mendon Road, Victor, 
NY 14564. https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/35UQJ8SO67W8K?ref_=wl_share

Photo by Sarah Arpin

Help pave our path with a memorial brick.
 
Our Memory Garden Path  path meanders from the sanctuary 
down to a garden where visitors can rest on a bench and find 
comfort in thoughts of their loved ones. You can honor the 
life of a beloved pet or family member with a personalized 
memorial brick for the path, and your fully tax-deductible 
donation of $200 will support Pet Pride’s life-saving work. 
Reserve your brick, specify your inscription, and make your 
donation online, or mail a check with the desired inscription.

Photo by Sarah Fuhrer

Pepper spent 583 days at the Pet Pride Sanctuary 
waiting for his forever home. Some cats are shy, some 
just take a little while to warm up to visitors, and some 

have trouble putting their best paw forward while living in 
our multi-cat environment. Ultimately, Pepper benefitted 
from our Foster-to-Adopt Program. Originally intended as 
a temporary program to help get cats adopted during the 
coronavirus pandemic, FTA has proven to be a real boon for 
some of our shyer and harder to adopt cats, as it gives them 
the chance to show their best selves during a trial period in 
the homes of prospective adopters. And their best selves 
prove time and time again to be lovable and irresistible!

https://www.petprideny.org
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/35UQJ8SO67W8K?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/35UQJ8SO67W8K?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/35UQJ8SO67W8K?ref_=wl_share
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/35UQJ8SO67W8K?ref_=wl_share
https://petprideny.org/give/memory_garden/
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We’re pleased to welcome adopters and prospective adopters back 
inside our sanctuary and adoption center, although we are currently 
doing so only by appointment. The first step in arranging a visit is to 
complete our online adoption application. Once an application has 
been approved, a team member will reach out to schedule a visit. We 
have standard health and safety protocols in place to protect staff
and visitors. Access  to certain areas of the sanctuary is  restricted, but
prospective adopters will be able to meet with our cats and kittens! 

Sanctuary News

Photo by Sarah Fuhrer

Coronavirus Update: Phase I Reopening for Adoptions

Kari LaBounty
Operations Manager

We are happy to announce that 
Kari LaBounty has joined the 
Pet Pride Team! Kari previously 
worked at Rochester Animal 
Services and Lollypop Farm, and 
comes to us with experience in 
adoption counseling, foster and 
rescue coordination, training,  
behavioral assessment, and 
shelter supervision. In her new 
role as Pet Pride’s Operations 
Manager, Kari will oversee staff, 
facilities, cat care, and adoptions.

Photo by Sarah Fuhrer

  Cat Caption Contest Winners

  FIRST PLACE
  “They brought home a dog!”
    Gail DaMore, Webster, NY
  SECOND PLACE 
  “No, I didn’t eat the canary.”
    David Strouse, Geneva, NY
  THIRD PLACE
  “I’ve always been a proponent of social distancing.”
    Alie, Victor, NY

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING  The annual public meeting of Pet Pride 
of New York, Inc. will take place on Sunday, January 31, 2021  at 1:30 
p.m. and will be held in a teleconference format. Instructions for 
logging on will be posted on our website. 

https://www.petprideny.org/adopt/adoption_process/


RESCUE A CAT, SAVE A LIFE.
PLEASE HELP PET PRIDE WITH YOUR TAX-DEDUCTIBLE DONATION.

  $25____   $50____   $100____   $200____   $500____   Other______

Name ___________________________________________________________________
Address  _________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________    State ___________   Zip _____________
Phone ________________________________    Email ____________________________

In memory of/In honor of (circle one) _________________________________________
Please send notification to __________________________________________________
Address _________________________________________________________________
City __________________________________    State ___________   Zip _____________

Please make your check payable to Pet Pride of New York, Inc. and mail it to
Pet Pride of New York    P.O. Box 338     Mendon, NY 14506

PET PRIDE OF NEW YORK, INC.
7731 Victor-Mendon Road
Victor, NY 14564
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